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Between Winter and Resurrection

March 1s a month that lives in between. The long darkness of winter 1s starting to loosen its
grip, but the fullness of spring hasn’t arrived yet. Some days feel bright and hopeful. Others
feel gray and uncertain. In many ways, this 1s exactly where Lent meets us — between what

has been and what 1s still coming.

Lent is rooted 1n Jesus’ time of fasting and prayer in the
wilderness, a season of preparation before the new life of
resurrection. For Chnistians, these forty days mvite us to slow

down, reflect, and make space for God n deeper ways.

LENT

A SEASON OF RENEWAL

Through prayer, fasting, and acts of service, we step away
from distractions and turn our attention back to the One

who gives us life and hope.

Traditionally, Lent 1s a time when believers give something up or take something on as a
spiritual discipline. Some fast from certamn foods or habits. Others commut to daily prayer or
mntentional acts of kindness and generosity. These practices are not about proving spiritual
strength, but about remembering our dependence on God and opening our hearts to

transformation.

Like the world around us n March, spiritual renewal often begins quietly. Trees appear bare
before new buds form. The ground 1s muddy before 1t turns green. In the same way, God
often works within us before we can clearly see the results. Lent reminds us that growth,

healing, and renewal take time.

This season nvites us to be honest about where we feel tired, distracted, or disconnected,
while also trusting that God’s grace 1s already at work within us. As we move through Lent,
we prepare not only to remember the story of Easter, but to experience again the promise of

forgiveness, renewal, and new life through Christ.

As we journey through this Lenten season, may we trust God in the “in-between” spaces of
our lives. May we find hope even when change feels slow. And may we move steadily toward

the joy of Haster, trusting that resurrection 1s always God’s promise to us.
May God Bless You Al This Lenten Season! — Pastor Bradley

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and night spitit within me. Do not
cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spitt from me. Restore
to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spinit” Psalm 51:10-12



March 1,2026 10:15am
2" Sunday in Lent / Holy Communion
Sunday School

March 8,2026 10:15am
3rd Sunday in Lent / Holy Communion
Sunday School

Saturday, March 14,2026 5pm
Saturday Worship Service

March 15,2026 10:15am
4th Sunday in Lent / Holy Communion
Kilt Sunday

March 22,2026 10:15am
5th Sunday in Lent / Holy Communion
Sunday School
3pm - Ecumenical Lenten Service
at St. John UCC

March 29,2026 10:15am
Palm Sunday/ Passion Sunday/ Holy
Communion

“My whole family’s giving up something
for Lent. Mom’s giving up cookies, Dad’s
giving up cake, and I’'m giving up squash.”
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Women of St. Peter’s meet next
Sunday, March 1°* after worship.

Choir practice for Easter! Rehearsals
will take place after worship on 2/22,
3/1, 3/22 & 3/29.

Lenten Soup suppers and devotions
have begun! See the attached flyer for
the schedule.

We are asking for candy donations for
our Easter Egg hunt! Please ensure
candy is individually wrapped and will
fitin the eggs.

St. Peter’s is working with the Bucks
County Opportunity Council,
collecting specific food items to build
backpack meal kits for Palisades
School District students. Some
families are experiencing food
insecurity, and this program is
designed to build weekend meal kits
for the students. Please see the
enclosed flyer at the back of the
newsletter for details on what non-
perishable items work best for these
kits, and we thank you for any
donations you can provide! Copies of
the list are also available on the back
table in the sanctuary.



January 2026

Account Current Assets Monthly + / -
General Checking $26,437 -$5,625
Nursery School $21,291
Memorial Fund $8,518 $50
Capital Fund $15,346 $3,906
Investments
Quant Oaks Bank MM $95,717
Quant Oaks Bank CD $56,364
Penn CD $52,717
TOTAL ASSETS: $255,099

“Why are you anxious?” asked our Lord. Then He said, “Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow. They neither toil nor spin; yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these.” (Matthew 6:28-29, NIV) Jesus’ words remind us that just as God
clothes the lilies of the field in beauty and splendor, he also provides faithfully for his
people. The same Creator who tends to the flowers of spring cares for every detail of our
lives. People of faith come to see that truth unfold year after year — in the budding trees,
the soft blossoms, and the steady return of color after winter’s gray. God’s reliability is
woven into creation itself. As poet Adeline Whitney once wrote:
God does not send strange flowers every year,
When the Spring wind blows o’er the pleasant places,
The same dear things lift up the same fair faces,
The violet is here.
Each spring, those familiar blooms whisper the same promise: God is faithful still.

THE ROCK EDITORIAL POLICY AND DEADLINE: News from the Rock is a publication of St. Peter's Lutheran
Church, Riegelsville, PA. Submissions of articles on topics of general interest to the St. Peter's Community
are welcome. We reserve the right to edit any piece for length, content, style, and grammar. Deadline for the
April 2026 issue is March 18" . Please call the office at (610)749-0830 or email submissions to
stpetersriegelsville@gmail.com. Any item in this newsletter may be reprinted with permission (with the
exception of previously copyrighted material.)
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Health

News

March is national colorectal cancer
awareness month. This is a topic that
many people try to avoid, but itis
important to know that colorectal cancer
rates are rising in younger adults under
the age of 50. It is highly treatable when
detected early, with screenings
recommended starting at age 45 for
average risk individuals. Precancerous
polyps can be removed during
colonoscopy before developing into
cancer.

Prevention involves a combination of
regular screenings, a healthy high-fiber,
low-processed meat diet, maintaining a
healthy weight, daily exercise and
avoiding tobacco and alcohol. If you
have reached the age of 45 and have not
been screened yet, don’t delay, see your
doctor about scheduling a screening
today.

addition by June Aller
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In the past quarter, nursery school
students have been hard at work
learning so many things. We are most
of the way through the alphabet and
practice number identification
everyday. Our most recent nursery
rhyme, Humpty Dumpty, gave us an
opportunity to conduct an egg drop
experiment (everyone’s favorite) in
which we predict and then test what
materials will keep an egg safe when we
drop it from 10 feet in the air. Soon we
will have eggs in our classroom from
different birds which will enable us to
compare and contrast sizes, colors,
and textures.
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Registration is now open for the 2026-
2027 term. There are 8 placements
available. Please contact us at
stpetersnurseryschoolpa@gmail.com
for additional information.

Remember those on our prayer list:

Starr Adams, Chrissy Angeny, Marti Apgar, Jason Bigley, Kenda Carmon, Karen Drake,
Virginia Dresher, Brian Gow, Tammy Graves, Maureen Haeusler, Greg Hammerstone,
Ridge Hartpence, Bruce Johnson, Ken Johnson, Janet Kerr, Ruth & John Kosempel,
Macie Litz, Carol McDougald, Bill Meyers, Kale Mowder, Jay Pursell, Reinhold Radke,
Jennifer Rehrig, Bob Snook, Carol & Roger Vonah, Herbert Weeast, Julie Weeast,

Barbara Yob.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
s 3 4 5 6 7
2™ sunday in Lent - Sun. School
Worship 115am
Women's group mesets 11:30am Lenten Soup Supper & Kids Zurmba with Maimie
Girl Scouts 3pm Meditation Group §15pm AA T:30pm Devotions @ St. Luke's Bpm 6pm & 710pm AAT0Gm
AA T30pm
3" sunday in Lent - Sun. School "
Worship 10:5am Rostered Leaders mesting @
UB Conference 2pm St. Patar's 10am=12pm Lenten Soup Supper & Kids Zumba with Maimie
Girl Scouts 3pm Meditation Group 815pm Devotions @ Trinity 6pm Gpm & 7:10pm AA 10am
Al T7:30pm AMA T7:30pm
ath Sunday in Lent Church Council 7pm
Worship 10:150m Lenten Soup Supper & Kids Zumba with Maimie
Kilt Sunday Meditation Group E15pm AA 7:30pm Devotions @ St. Peter's 6pm Gpm & F10pm AAl0am
AA 730pm
Ev;?:r:s?;:;;f:t =3un. Schodl Lenter Soup Supper & Kids Zumba with Maimie
Ecumenical Lenten service 3pm ; Devotions @ Upper Tinicum Gpm & 110pm
at st John UG Meditation Group &15pm AA 7:30pm Spm Asiliom
AR T:30pm Line Dancing Class 6:30pm
Palm Sunday [ Passion Sunday
Worship 10:15am
AA T:30pm Meditation Group &15pm AA 730pm

Pastor Gow is off on Mondays
Secretary office hours: Mondays 9am-12pm
Thursdays 9am-2pm

=
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This year’s theme is : Conversations with Jesus

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Durham

February 25 821 Durham Rd, Durham, PA, 18039
Topic: And the Devil in the Wilderness

St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church
March 4 470 Church Hill Rd, Ferndale, PA, 18921
Topic: And Nicodemus

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

March 11 2170 Route 212, Coopersburg, PA, 18036
Topic: And the Samaritan Woman

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
March 18 305 Delaware Rd, Riegelsville, PA, 18077
Topic: And the Man Who Received His Sight

Upper Tinicum Lutheran Church

March 25 188 Upper Tinicum Church Rd, Upper Black Eddy, PA, 18972
Topic: And Lazarus’ Family

Dovetions

- JJJ‘

6:45-7:30 pm




Backpack Meal Kits for Students

Healthy « Shelf-Stable » EasytoPack
Each backpack kit includes food for 2 breakfasts with sides + 2 lunches with sides +
snacks packaged into 2-gallon ziplock bags.

Please avoid homemade food, items that require refrigeration, items that need a
can opener, and glass containers. All items should be packaged individually and
labeled.

What Makes a Great Backpack Meal

¢ Lower added sugar & sodium when possible
* Peanut & tree-nut free

* FEasy for kids to open

* Includes protein + whole grains + fruit

¢ Shelf-stable (no fridge needed)

x

Bucks Coerly
= OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL

— Connecting people with resources to thrive.
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KICK UP YOUR
HEELS WITH
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St. Peter’s Latherar Charch

Join our hour-long, high-energy line dance classes and
move to the beat with confidence and joy!

e $15 per person; cash, Zelle or Venmo accepted.
Zelle 1-908-283-6666, or Venmo jamiemendez33

o Walk-ins welcome, Pre-registration ENCOURAGED!
stpetersriegelsville@gmail.com or 484-632-2897 to
register. Ages 12 & up

e Wear sneakers or comfy boots (low heels will be
more comfortable). BEGINNER FRIENDLY!!!

% 305 Delaware Road, Riegelsville &




2026 Easter Flower Order Form
.\ Lilies in 6.5” pot from Cierech’s
)&\ #"  Greenhouse - $11.00 each
QA Ordering deadline: March 30t

Please make checks out to St. Peters.

Your name:

A GIFT TO THE MEMORIAL
FUND IN LIEU OF FLOWERS

Please send your memorials to the office
so they arrive on or before March 30t

Your name:

Envelope #:

Envelope #:

Number of Plants:

Amount enclosed:

Amount enclosed:

IN MEMORY OF:

IN MEMORY OE:

IN HONOR OF:




